
 
 
 

FINDING A BOOK USING OPAC 
(Online Public Access Catalog) 

 
YOU MAY SEARCH FOR A BOOK IN MORE THAN ONE WAY 
 
1. Subject Heading Search 

If you type in the word  “Bird,” and click on the “SUBJECT” button you will 
get the result below.  You can see that by searching for the subject heading of 
“bird,” you will receive narrow a result that focuses on resources that 
specifically deal with birds. 
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2. Keyword Search 



Here is the same search.  Only this time instead of clicking on the “Subject” 
button, we clicked on the “Keyword” button.  The results of this search are 
broader than those above.  This search contains works of fiction, which might 
include some references to birds.  

 

Figure 2 
 
3. Title search 

If you know the name of a specific title, then simply enter that title’s name into 
the search field and click on the “Title” button.  If the library’s collection 
contains the work, then you will receive a result similar to the picture below. 
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4. Author Search. 

If you know the author’s name, then enter the LAST NAME of the author into 
the search box and click on the “Title” button. 
 



If you wish to search for other works by the same author, all you have to do is to 
enter the author’s name (or part of a name) in the search field and click on the 
“Author” button.  In the example below, the student was searching for the works 
of Gary Paulsen.  The first screen capture shows all the authors who have names 
beginning with the letters “Paul.”  Once you have found the name of the author, 
you must then click on that author’s name to see what works the library has on 
its shelves (as shown in Figure 4.b.) 
 

Figure 4.a 
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5. Boolean Search – an advanced search to help focus the request. 
In the “Power” search below, the student is looking for “Tiger Woods,” but does 
not want information on animals.  In the Figure 5.a, he sets the parameters for 
the search by clicking on the “Power” button.  In the Figure 5.b, we see the 
results of the search. 

Figure 5.a 
 

Figure 5.b 
 
6. Other Searches 

As you can see from the previous screens, a student may also wish to search for a 
book by series, or call number.  These options are also available. 

 


